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Dr Matt Wilson (Sheffield)   Chair 

 

Prof Christa Boer (Netherlands)  Representing BJA 

Dr Matt Davies (Peterborough) Representing AAGBI 

Mrs Jenny Dorey (Oxford) Lay Member, RCoA Lay Committee  

 Prof Michel Struys (Netherlands)  Representing BJA 

Dr Stuart White (Brighton)   Representing Anaesthesia 

 

In attendance: 

Dr Annemarie Docherty   Edinburgh 

Mr James Goodwin   RCoA Head of Research 

Ms Pamela Hines    NIAA Coordinator 

Dr Matt Wiles    Sheffield 

 

Apologies: 

None 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/1 & 2  WELCOME and DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, and introductions were made. The following points 

were noted: Prof Struys noted that a few of the applicants in this round were Trustees of the 

BJA and had been present at a recent Board meeting where the overall round of applications 

received was discussed in general terms. However said applicants were not actively involved 

in these discussions and were totally removed from the review process. One applicant (a BJA 

member) had been asked to act as peer reviewer for some of the BJA History PhD applications 

due to their expertise, however these reviews were for applications in a separate category to 

that which they had submitted their application. The Chair noted that an applicant had 

inadvertently been asked to peer review an application that had been submitted to the same 

funding category that they had applied to; therefore their peer review score for that particular 

application was discounted from the total average score. Mrs Dorey declared a potential 

conflict of interest with one application due to her involvement as the patient representative in 

the PQIP study.  
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NIAAGC/12.2018/3 CONSIDERATION OF AAGBI/ANAESTHESIA RESEARCH GRANTS PRESENTED 

BY DR DAVIES & DR WHITE 

 

18 applications received in total 

A sum of £577,435 was requested  

4 awards were made in this category to the value of £82,361 
 

AAGBI/Anaesthesia Research Grants 

Funded Projects  

 

Dr R Ayyash 

Investigating the associations between patient reported outcomes and preoperative frailty in 

patients with operable, potentially curative, colorectal cancer: an observational study 

It was discussed that the costs of Year 1 of the study could be supported, as it was felt the costed 

budget, effectively to gather preliminary data, was quite high. 

Funded to the sum of £40,000 

 

Dr S-C Cook 

Improving outcomes for frail patients undergoing elective colorectal cancer surgery 

Some comments were made on the methodology/intervention of the study, as well as patient 

consent and confidentiality; however, it was felt to be a strong project overall. 

Funded to the requested sum of £17,479 

 

Dr S-C Cook 

The Videolaryngoscope Airway Database App Project 

Funded to the requested sum of £4,882 

 

Dr L Savic 

Teicoplanin Anaphylaxis: Development of a diagnostic pathway, and elucidation of the 

underlying allergic mechanism 

Funded to the requested sum of £20,000  

 

 

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/4 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PROJECT GRANTS PRESENTED BY PROF 

BOER & PROF STRUYS 

 

5 applications received in total 

A sum of £275,145 was requested 

3 awards were made in this category to the value of £139,764 
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BJA/RCoA Project Grants  

Funded Projects 

 

Dr T Bekinschtein 

How are neural mechanisms underpinning touch-evoked pain modulated by sensory 

expectation and cognition in individuals with Complex Regional Pain Syndrome 

There was discussion on the strong scientific content of the application, and it was noted the lay 

summary did not use lay language and no patient information was submitted, however the 

project was felt to be strong enough to support 

Funded to the requested sum of £54,272 

 

Prof P Hopkins 

Transcriptional and functional changes underpinning acute and chronic mitochondrial 

dysfunction in human and murine malignant hyperthermia 

Funded to the requested sum of £25,663 

 

Prof D Lambert 

Use of novel fluorescent probes to examine MOP/NOP interaction: studies with Cebranopadol 

and AT-121 as mixed agonists 

There was discussion on the potential concerns related to IP associated with the project; however 

it was noted that the applicant had confirmed in writing with Prof Struys that no IP issues will arise.   

Funded to the requested sum of £59,829 

 

   

Post-meeting note: due to an administrative error, a number of incorrect figures had been 

provided for consideration at the grants committee meeting and £209,324 had been omitted from 

the total requested under BJA/RCoA PhD Studentship categories (both Scientific and History). The 

error was not picked up until after the meeting, with the decision taken by the BJA to honour the 

original decisions to fund the below applications at the corrected sums originally requested, as 

the scientific merit of the projects were not impacted by the error. The total overspend omitted 

from discussion in the committee meeting was £119,586. 

   

NIAAGC/12.2018/5 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PhD STUDENTSHIPS (SCIENTIFIC) 

PRESENTED BY PROF BOER & PROF STRUYS 

 

6 applications received in total 

A sum of £558,544 was requested 

4 awards were made in this category to the value of £370,580 
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BJA/RCoA PhD Studentships (Scientific) 

Funded Projects  

 

Dr A Conway Morris  

Mapping and manipulating the human neutrophil response to staphylococcus aureus 

Funded to the requested sum of £99,342 

  

Prof H Galley & Dr H Wilson 

Interactions between melatonin and endogenous opioid peptide release 

Discussion was held on the strong track record of the applicants however feedback was given on 

the relatively low dosage of melatonin proposed in the project description, and it was noted that 

the applicant’s previously funded project is progressing well. 

Funded to the requested sum of £89,426 

 

Dr S Henson  

Characterisation of metabolic dysfunction and altered T cell migration in lymphopaenic 

perioperative individuals 

Funded to the requested sum of £92,481 

 

Dr M Shankar-Hari 

Studying immune trajectory to determine optimal timing for immunomodulation in sepsis patients: 

Scientific cohort study  

There was discussion on some concerns over the control group for the study, as they leave the 

hospital with no follow-up. It was agreed to fund this project with the suggestion that the study 

identifies a different control group.  

Funded to the requested sum of £89,331 

 

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/6 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PhD STUDENTSHIPS (HISTORY) PRESENTED 

BY PROF STRUYS 

 

2 applications received in total 

A sum of £145,289 was requested 

1 award was made in this category to the value of £72,368 

 

BJA/RCoA PhD Studentships (History) 

Funded Project 

 

Dr S Snow 

The History of the First 100 Years of the BJA 
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It was agreed that this application was the stronger of the two submitted to this category 

Funded to the requested sum of £72,368 

 

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/7 CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA/CAI INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE 

GRANTS PRESENTED BY PROF STRUYS 

 

1 application received in total 

A sum of £43,849 was requested 

No awards were made in this category  

 

Prof Struys and Dr Wilson notified the committee that the application submitted to this category 

had been considered ineligible following prior discussions offline, between both themselves and 

Dr Shorten from the College of Anaesthetists in Ireland. This was due to the application including 

a partner based outside of the UK; the intention of the category was to encourage collaborators 

in the UK/Eire. It was noted this appeared to be a genuine misunderstanding on the part of the 

applicants and that the scientific merit of the application was very high. Two alternative courses 

of action were suggested – encourage the applicant to reapply to an alternative funder in a 

future grant round, or seek collaborators that meet the criteria. Dr Wilson advised he would speak 

to the applicants directly to explain the situation. Prof Struys advised that as no funds were spent 

on this occasion the BJA intend to re-offer this funding in a future round. It was suggested that the 

title of this particular category should be made more clear in future, and avoid the use of 

‘international’ which can be misleading.  

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other items were discussed 

 

NIAAGC/12.2018/9 DATES OF FUTURE GRANT DEADLINES & MEETINGS 

 

2019 Round 1 

Application deadline: Friday 26th April 2019 

Committee meeting: Wednesday 26th June 2019 

 

 

2019 Round 2 

Application deadline: Friday 20th September 2019 

Committee meeting: Wednesday 4th December 2019 

 




